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A Home Among Us

If you heard that we found a home here in your midst, you heard right! 

It’s true! 

It’s done! 

We now have a place to call home here in Oklahoma! And we are 
delighted to be here together and with you all. Thank you for the warm 
welcome and your kind patience during our transition from Dallas to 
Norman. Thank you for the encouragement and the gifts to commemorate 
the beginning of this new ministry. We have thoroughly enjoyed all of the 
fun Oklahoma-themed music, recipes, books, guides, and treats given to 
us at the formal installation. The tea towels are out, Oklahoma chili is 
simmering in the pot, and now we press onward in this new season at St. 
John’s! These are fresh and exciting times in the parish and we hope you 
will continue with us—seeking truth, worshipping confidently, and loving 
one another and the world well. 

Gratefully,

Fr. James & LeEtta     
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THE LESSONS

Lectionary Year B

SEPTEMBER 5
Fifteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 
22-23
Psalm 125
James 2:1-10, [11-13], 
14-17
Mark 7:24-37

SEPTEMBER 12
Sixteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Proverbs 1:20-33
Psalm 19
James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

SEPTEMBER 19
Seventeenth Sunday 
after Pentecost
Proverbs 31:10-31
Psalm 1
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a
Mark 9:30-37

SEPTEMBER 26
Eighteenth Sunday after 
Pentecost
Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 
9:20-22
Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Back to School Bash Was a Success! 

Donation Turns into Bulletin Board Opportunity for St. John’s
Beloved parishioner Steve Warren recently 
donated a television to St. John’s. We will use 
this to make an electronic bulletin board! The 
television will be mounted in the lobby and 
will have information about services, special 
gatherings, Bible studies, Sunday school, 
office hours, and more! Watch in September 
for this new way to stay informed and stay in 
touch! And many thanks to Steve for his kind 
and generous donation. 

Adults and children alike participate in the Cake Walk. 

Children love sliding and splashing in the bounce house.

The back to 
school bash was 
a hit! Thanks to 
all who 
participated and 
volunteered to 
make it happen!

Emily Layman and son Henry pause 
in the festivities to pose for a pic. 
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Knit Night in September
The "Knit" Night fellowship will meet Thursday, September 
2 and Thursday, September 16. Both evenings are 6:30 - 
8::30 pm in the Commons. Everyone is welcome. The 
group began several years ago, primarily focused on 
knitting. Currently, participants often embroider, quilt, 
needlepoint, crochet and knit during gatherings. Gather 
up your WIP (Work in Progress), or UFP (Unfinished 
Project) or just join us for conversation for all or part of our 
scheduled time. 

If you'd like to learn new needlework skills, or have help 
with a project, we have people happy to share their 
interests. 

If you have any questions about this group, or would like 
to be added to the email reminder list, contact Melody 
Palm, mapalm@ilstu.edu or (309)825-6963. 

David Pendleton Oakerhater, a Cheyenne warrior and 
Episcopal deacon, is the first Native American to be 
made a saint in the Episcopal Church (feast day is 
September 1.) Oakerhater pursued a peaceful ministry 
with an emphasis on education and pastoral care.

Many years before his death in 1931, Oakerhater said, 
“You all know me. You remember when I led you out to 
war I went first, and what I told you was true. Now I have 
been away to the East and I have learned about another 
captain, the Lord Jesus Christ, and he is my leader. He 
goes first, and all he tells me is true. I come back to my 
people to tell you to go with me now in this new road, a 
war that makes all for peace.” 

We will celebrate the feast day of David Pendleton 
Oakerhater on Wednesday, September 1, in the Nave. 
Please join us as we remember this saint in our cloud of 
witnesses. 
2010. Holy Women, Holy Men: Celebrating the Saints. New 

York, NY: Church Publishing Incorported. 

God’s Warrior: The Feast Day of David Oakerhater

Volunteers Needed
As we continue to add things back into our Sunday 
services, we would like to have a few more people 
involved.

How can you be more involved, you might ask? Right 
now, there are opportunities for Lay Readers, Chalice 
Bearers, Vergers and Acolytes.  All ages are welcome.  
Training is easy and readily available. Please consider 
one of these ways to be more involved. 

Contact the church Office if you are wanting to be a part 
of these ministries. Thank you!

St. John’s Celebrates Seminarian
On August 8, we celebrated Caitlin Frazier, who begins 
seminary in Austin, TX, this month. Caitlin grew up at St. 
John’s and served in every role from acolyte to choir 
member to Santa Ministry. The parish raised funds for a 
gift card to help Caitlin with seminary expenses. We send 
our love and prayers with you, Caitlin! 

Senior Warden Holly Cole presents Caitlin Frazier with 
flowers. 
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Sharing God's Love In New Ways
Throughout this year, parishioners have and continue to generously support the on-going efforts at St. 
John's Outreach Ministries of sharing God's Love in new ways with our neighbors in need.  In an effort 
to minimize the spread of the COVID virus, our Outreach Office has temporarily partnered with Food 
and Shelter for Friends to administer our services.  Last month, we provided a summary of the 
assistance that helped an overwhelming 180 individuals with life changing support including the 
story of Katie who was able to remain in her home due to our parishioners' support.  Your donation to 
last year's annual Care & Share Campaign provided the funds that assisted these individuals.

Our Care & Share Campaign funds support St. John's Outreach Ministries throughout the year.  In 
addition to our Outreach Office, for over a decade, St. John’s parishioners have delivered the joy of 
Christmas to over 100 school children, DHS homebound seniors, and those in medical nursing 
homes. We plan to return to our in-person Santa Ministry and Ringing the Bell activities.  We have 
also returned to quarterly Blood Drives and serving food at Food and Shelter for Friends. Check the 
Evangel for information.   

Multiple Ways to Give
This year's annual campaign offers new ways to share God's Love again with those recovering from 
the pandemic, experiencing homelessness, and searching for hope.  
All funds for St. John’s Outreach Ministries are solely raised through your generous donations. You 
can give on-line through our website at https://onrealm.org/StJohnsEpiscopa87669/-/
give/now, by designating your gift to Outreach, or donate cash or check in the church office. 

When we love our neighbors as we love ourselves, we help restore faith in those that have nowhere 
else to turn. Thank you for prayerfully considering your gift to this year's campaign!   

ST. JOHN’S OUTREACH 
CAMPAIGN TO CARE AND SHARE  

2021 Campaign Goal - $6,000.00
Each year, St. John’s Outreach Office provides resources to our local friends who have experienced 
unfortunate and unforseen circumstances and have no other place to turn. These include 
underemployed families in poverty that are trying to make ends meet to avoid losing their homes, 
families that are trying to facilitate new opportunities to improve their situation through obtaining 
education or new jobs, and those that are homeless in Norman. Every person is unique with a 
different situation, but extending the grace and mercy that God calls us to give results in smiles, tears, 
and a renewed dignity and spirit. This year's goal remains the same as last year's  and will allow us to 
fulfill hundreds of requests for our neighbors in need. We prayerfully have set a goal of $6000 to 
support our annual operating budget of $10,000. Thank you for your generosity!

https://onrealm.org/StJohnsEpiscopa87669/-/give/now
https://onrealm.org/StJohnsEpiscopa87669/-/give/now
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What is the best gift you have ever received? 
I have thought about this question and at different times in my life the answers were unique; maybe a 
bike during my youth, or when I was a teenager, a jeep in the driveway with a big red bow on it.  Later 
it could have been my education, or a chance to study abroad.  In my adulthood, It was traveling with 
my dad to Alaska (a trip on his bucket list).  

Every Perfect Gift
What did these perfect gifts give me, aside from pleasure? They each taught me about living in the 
moment, appreciating what I had - whether it was long afternoons playing “secret agent” in the 
backyard with my best friend and our walkie-talkies, or singular moments like listening to the sound of 
the current of a river on a quiet summer afternoon with my father. They also taught me generosity, for 
the delight I had in experiencing the gifts called me to share such moments and experiences with 
others. This is the relationship between receiving and generosity, and it’s a pattern, that, once it takes 
root in us, continues in perpetuity. The more we practice generosity, the more abundance we 
recognize around us.

Every Generous Act
In many congregations it is the practice to sing the Doxology as our gifts — the elements of the 
Eucharist and our offerings — are brought to the altar for blessing. “Praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow,” it begins; and these words remind us of the font from which springs all generosity, all 
love, all gifts. We are called in that moment to reflect on this cycle of abundance sparked with the first 
light and made manifest in the Creation, in the calling of prophets, and in the gift of God’s own son on 
Earth. As we share our gifts through the Eucharist and through our service to the world, we 
participate in the ongoing creation of abundance and generosity.

Through our stewardship, we share our time, talent, and treasure with our church and with the world. 
Through the ministries that are enabled by our gifts, the inspiration we show to our neighbors to 
unlock their generosity in the world, and the stories we tell about ourselves and our experiences, we 
participate with God in an abundant vision for the world. Every perfect gift comes from God above.  
As our stewardship campaign approaches, let us focus our hearts on what we can contribute to the 
work of St. John's In our community and the world. 

Dan Evatt
For the Stewardship Committee 

Stewardship committee members:
Andy Hughes

Ayn Linneman
Carol Upchurch 

Mike Abla
Dan Evatt 



NOT YET POST-PANDEMIC, HOW ARE WE TO LIVE AS 
THE CHURCH?
Kay Kotan, Being the Church in a Post-Pandemic World: Game 
Changers for the Post-Pandemic Church. Knoxville, TN: Market Square 
Books, 2021. Available in paperback and ebook, $6-17.
N.T. Wright, God and the Pandemic: A Christian Reflection on the 
Coronavirus and Its Aftermath. London: Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge, 2020. Available in paperback, ebook, & audible formats, $7-16. NOTE: The 
author himself reads the audiobook aloud... beautifully!
 
St. John’s has begun anew on Fr. Detrich’s first Welcome Home Sunday. 
Parishioners continue lay ministries and take up new ones this month, as vestry 
prepares for parish strategic planning in coming months. So this question looms 
large for him and for all to think about this fall. That’s why he suggested these 
two books.
After much pandemic anguish, vaccines have allowed many to worship and learn in person together again, 
renewing our lay ministries. But these book titles’ optimism aside, needy Norman folks are flocking to Food & 
Shelter, and COVID’s Delta Variant is now filling local hospitals more than ever as many of us scramble or wait 
for Moderna/Pfizer booster shots and our youngest still await vaccination. Backpacks never needed so much 
blessing as Fr. Detrich gave them last month, and our new live- streaming from church welcomes online 
worshippers, including bedridden and quarantined. Both Kay Kotan, a professional coach/consultant for the 
United Methodist Church, and Tom Wright, a retired Anglican bishop and prolific English theologian, bear 
witness to such challenges and plead for attention to others. They agree that this plague has changed church 
and world forever, that we should not just let such changes happen, but should bring Christian wisdom—
scriptural, historical, ethical, and spiritual—to move ongoing transformation.
     
Poignantly dedicated to the memory of a wise saintly young Anglican bishop who died from COVID-19 on 
Easter Saturday, 2020, Wright’s GOD AND THE PANDEMIC is a liele book but a great listen for all pandemic 
pilgrims: a thought-provoking spiritual primer for re-orienting our New Testament faith and our ministries to this 
plague’s deep lamentations and myriad ongoing challenges. Informed by extensive recent re-missioning work 
with Methodists, Kotan’s BEING THE CHURCH IN A POST-PANDEMIC WORLD is an extremely detailed 
organizational handbook for church leaders—our clergy, vestry, and other lay-ministers—intent upon making a 
deliberate Christian-community process of local self- assessment and transformation. Both books can make 
compatible, thoughful, instructive companions to Stephanie Spellers’ THE CHURCH CRACKED OPEN, a 
pandemic theology specifically for Episcopalians confronting recent disruption and decline with hope for 
Beloved Community (review, EVANGEL, April 2021), guided by Presiding Bishop Curry’s Jesus-centered Rule 
of Life, the “Way of Love.”
Kotan advises leaders how and why to be visionary, spiritually grounded, highly commieed, innovative, 
resilient, and courageous in pursuit of a transformed church; Wright’s homily expresses a similarly strong spirit, 
with moving eloquence. Rather than average worship aeendance, Kotan’s new barometer of church health is 
flexibility with relational vitality in our ministries; Wright argues also for developing ministries that respond to 
pandemic suffering and may include address to public policy. Kotan offers step-by-step guidance, illustrated by 
stories, toward an action plan, a church vision and mission. The Methodist Movement focuses Kotan’s 
guidance; our leaders could substitute that frame with Spellers’ “Stewardship of Privilege” and Curry’s “Way of 
Love” without losing any benefit from her organizational advice. Also consistent with that Jesus-centered Way, 
Wright’s searching homily inspires us to consider how and why Christianity has always grown during plagues.

–-Reviewed by Susan Laird

AN INVITATION TO ST. JOHN’S BELOVED READERS! 
This monthly book review column aims to expand our learning resources for spiritual growth—in parish groups and 
Sunday School classes as well as through independent study. If you would like to contribute to this educational lay 
ministry, please contact Susan Laird volunteer@episcopalnorman.org or EVANGEL editor Merrie Beard 
merrie@episcopalnorman.org. Submission deadline: third Sunday of each month, about 200-500 words.
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St. John’s at a Glance
Online Church Service Options 

Sunday Mornings: These videos will continue until 
the live stream is up and running.The videos are 
available on the St. John’s website, https://
episcopalnorman.org/videos.aspx.

ADDRESS: 235 W. Duffy, Norman, OK 73069
MAILING ADDRESS: P.O. Box 2088 Norman, OK  73070

PHONE: 405-321-3020

WEBSITE: www.episcopalnorman.org
EMAIL: staff@episcopalnorman.org

OFFICE HOURS: Mon, Tues, Thur 9am-4pm
Wed 9 am-6pm

Prayer Requests
Prayer requests may be submitted to the church by calling the office, sending an email to 
staff@episcopalnorman.org, or online at www.episcopalnorman.org/prayer-request.  Requests will be added 
to the Prayers of the People, unless you would like your request kept private.

Pastoral Care
The church is committed to the well-being of its members through caring relationships and kind actions. The 
Congregational Care committee has resumed home Eucharist for parishioners unable to attend church. The 
rector is also available for pastoral care via phone or email. If you or someone you know need care from the 
Congregational Care committee, please contact the church office at 321-3020, or 
staff@episcopalnorman.org.

Online Giving
Many of you have recently taken advantage of the ease of making pledge payments online. If you are 
interested in doing so as well, go to episcopalnorman.org and click on the DONATE button in the upper left 
corner. There is a simple form to complete; be sure to also complete the memo with what the donation is for. 
You can use this to pay for altar flowers, make memorial donations, etc. We use a secure program facilitated 
by our bank. Questions? Contact the office at 321-3020. 

STAFF
The Congregation
Ministers of the church

The Rev. Dr. James Detrich
Rector: 321-3020

The Rev. James Tyree
Deacon

Catherine Wilson
Christian Formation Director

Merrie Beard 
Parish Administrator

Dr. Olivia Burke
Organist/choirmaster

Emma Brown
Youth Minister

VESTRY

Holly Cole
SENIOR WARDEN

Pat Welch
JUNIOR WARDEN

Martha White 
Chuck Palm
Greg Taylor

Ulli Nollert
Owen Mills

Roshni Robert
Susie Laird

Jona Kay Steed
George Elassal
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staff@episcopalnorman.org  •  www.episcopalnorman.org

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

COMING UP AT ST. JOHN’S

*Oakerhater Feast Day, September 1, 6 

p.m., in the Nave 

*Knit Night, September 2, 6:30 p.m

*Sunday School Starts, September 12

*Blessing of the Backpacks, August 15

*Back to School Bash, August 15

*Knit Night, September 16, 6:30 p.m

*Men’s Griller, September 17, 6:30 

p.m.

.
 

The church office will be closed on Monday, 
September 6, 2021, for Labor Day. 

Please join us to celebrate David Pendleton 
Oakerhater, September 1 at 6 p.m. in the Nave!


